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Jack Molback, third grade,
Poinciana Elementary School

See forecast on Page 2A

Suspect in officers’
death in custody

A white man with a

FDOT may change lanes in Key West

BY SCOTT UNGER
Key West Citizen

A Florida Department of
Transportation study looking into
the reconfiguration of several roads
on the southeast side of Key West
is now underway, and not all City
Commissioners are excited about
the proposed changes, which
include potentially taking South
Roosevelt Boulevard down to two
lanes.

A corridor lane repurposing study
will take place over the next three

ing to FDOT Intermodal Systems
Developer Ken Jefferies.

“We're going to be looking at all
users and all modes (of transporta-
tion) within the entire right of way
for the South Roosevelt Boulevard
roadway from Bertha to U.S. 1,
Jefferies told the Key West City
Commission Tuesday. “Our aim is
to have a well-balanced transpor-
tation system providing various
mode choices which provide mobil-
ity, support livability, and spur eco-
nomic development objectives of
the city.”
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was immediately skepti-
cal of changes to the road,
especially the elimination
of lanes. Wardlow cited
previous plans that includ-
ed roundabouts and were
rejected by the community.
“Years ago we had meet-
ings ... and they were talking
about putting roundabouts
at Bertha and the Boulevard
and that got shot down
because there isn't enough

room out there,” Wardlow
said. “I know were not
talking about (that) but its
basically the same thing
if we go to two lanes out
there.”

The Key West Planning
Department asked for the
study following a 2014
FDOT guidelines change
called the Complete
Streets  Policy, which
“requires streets to be
planned, designed, oper-
ated, and maintained to
enable safe, convenient
and comfortable trav-
el and access for users

of all ages and abilities
regardless of their mode of
transportation.”

“We inquired as to wheth-
er or not there was an oppor-
tunity to incorporate those
principles on S. Roosevelt,”
said Planning Director
Thaddeus Cohen. “The goal
is to look at the possibili-
ty to be more scenic, mul-
timodal...(and) pedestrian
friendly.”

Changes will be deter-
mined by the data col-
lected from the study and
input from citizens and city
leaders, but could include

eliminating lanes, creation
of space dedicated to bicy-
cles, addition of landscap-
ing buffers and medians and
changes to parking, Jefferies
said. Several options will be
presented to the communi-
ty and city staff and input
from both is critical to the
decision making process, he
said.

“We get our guidance and
take very seriously what the
elected officials ... desires
are. There has to be their
support for whatever we
do,” he said. “Depending on
what the analysis shows and

with input from the commu-
nity ... they're going to tellus
(what to do).”

The study is the final
piece of improvements to
Roosevelt Boulevard that
began with a 1999 study.
Designs for the area from
Bertha Street to Smathers
Beach are complete but may
be changed with new infor-
mation, Jefferies said.

The only scheduled
improvements involve
several governmen-
tal and private owners
donating segments of
the right of way to FDOT

for liability purposes,
Jefferies said.

“I guess ... there's a dis-
pute about who owns (the
road). (Donations of road
segments will) clear the right
of way for the liability so the
department can take on the
liability issues if somebody
gets injured out there.”

FDOT will hold a pub-
lic workshop on potential
changes in December and
a public hearing in January,
with project conclusions
presented at the end of
January, Jefferies said.
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