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First Monroe Zika case confirmed
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Resident's Marathon neighborhood undergoing spraying
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City, FDOT join to further transportation plans

BY SO0 bASEN
Aow wex O

flocngmo ATApOCDiEa FED
e Koy Wt = wp wak
Iy et Verek (ormave

eovon
pa =y of the Mortta
l"rﬂ ¥

eatged, el of 10 mad o 8
oy woult b mabotng e Sal W moe S
sxnovinm  bebwes zmma-ldq\n

weweek of 1o Ty
e cpoom S0 walkisg Mg ed ¥
pubic tauk : xﬁsmmm,m-u, = aweting, rurtetey
Worting wih T3 vl orm S Vsl owr (0 et pac” S oad. lzatams cezmach wodon
N3 qoree millos  SFCS endon Thds aad Veaxe
delan &3 O e we acooetiog 0 Comtin 30 o 3 3 oolin wawd

School district gauges worker satisfaction
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FHP IDs
fatalities in
two crashes
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Photos by MIKE HENTZ/The Cittzen

ABOVE: Ashley McFarland and Chuck Paez wait for a light at the intersection of Reynolds and South streets as they com-
mute on their bicycles Tuesday with their dog, Reef, in back of the tricycle. McFarland and Paez feel safe commuting on
their bikes and feel most motorists are considerate. EOTTOM: Bicyclists and a pedicab make their way to and from the

Southernmost Point.

City, FDOT join to further transportation plans

BY SCOTT UNGER
Key West Citizen

Alternative transportation plans

for Key West are fueling up with [

help from South Forida Commuter
Services.

SECS is a program of the Florida
Department of Transportation that

provides outreach to commuters |Ss

and assistance to employers and is
completely funded by FDOT.

Key West Bicycle and Pedestrian
Coordinator Chris Hamilton recently
enlisted the help of SFCS to assist
with the city’s plans of providing a
network of alternative transporta-
tion options like walking, biking and
public transit.

Working with SFCS will save the
city approximately a quarter million
dollars in the first year, according to

Hamilton.
“They confirmed they would be
spending somewhere between

$200,000 and $300,000, just on Key

West over the next year,” he said.
SFCS services Dade and Monroe

Counties and has a $4 million annual

budget, a staff of 18 and access to a
marketing team that will assist the
city with development of maps, as
well as advertising, marketing and
business outreach services.
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Bikes

Continued from Page 1A

“There isn't really a good
map of the bike trail net-
work and we think one of
the best ways to get peo-
ple to bike and walk is for
them to realize how short
of a time difference there is
(between biking and driv-
ing),” Hamilton said. “(SFCS
is) going to bring in their
marketing experts and help
us brand a program that
promotes all options.”

Brochures will outline
bike paths, pedestrian routes
and bus routes, as well as
information on safe transit
through the city’s “Share Our
Streets, Be a PAL (predict-
able, alert, lawful) program,”
Hamilton said.

“We want to make sure
people are sharing the
streets, because that seems
to be one of the big conten-
tions,” he said.

The work is part of a long-
term plan to give residents,
workers and visitors clear

alternatives to driving. Once
the brochures are complet-
ed, city and SFCS employees
will hit the sireets to raise
community  awareness,
especially with businesses
and hotels.

“By the end of December,
the beginning of the season,
we want to have all these
materials in hand and go out
to the public. One of the key
parts of the whole plan is
to work through business-
es and hotels, because they
can also influence the visi-
tor parking,” Hamilton said.
“We need to have our bro-
chures ... in every hotel in
the city.”

Research has shown that
informing the public of
other options than driving
can greatly affect the use of
alternative transit and bicy-
cles, Hamilton said.

“Just by promoting pro-
grams that people are
unaware of, they can get
anywhere from a 15 to 50
percent jump or lift in some
of these modes (of transpor-
tation)...just by making it
easy for people to use the

options, it lifts the invesi-
ment in the options them-
selves,” he said. “If you put
a map and schedule on the
bus stop, someones going
to stop and go, ‘Oh, I didn't
know it went there.”

Although it is mostly a
marketing service, SFCS will
help coordinate car and van
pooling operations and work
with businesses and employ-
ees to earn tax credits by bik-
ing or pooling to work.

The process of transition-
ing into an alternative trans-
portation town is slow, but
by providing options and
working with SFCS, resi-
dents will soon see progress.

“In a year, people would
know there are options ...
they'll know how to access
those options whether
theyre living here, work-
ing here or visiting,” said
Hamilton. “So you'd start
to ... see that Incremental
change where more peo-
ple are biking, walking and
using transit. And that's just
going to help Key West be a
better place.”
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