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Learning to Fly
Some firefighters save kittens from trees, but this one saved a laughing gull from a pole.
Key West Fire Department Capt. Robert Malone had the honor recently of releasing the
bird into the wild after it was nursed back to health at the Key West Wildlife Center.

The KWFD had responded to a call that the bird was in distress on a power pole behind
Miami Subs. The Department rolled out Engine 5 and used a ladder to reach the panicked
gull. When Capt. Malone got to the top, he saw that the bird’s foot was jammed in a crack
of rotted wood. It had thrashed and turned, severely injuring its leg. He eased it out and
brought it down to be cared for by the experts. On a recent sunny day, Wildlife Center
Executive Director Thomas Sweets and Peggy Coontz, who directs animal care at the
Center, were both pleased to see the rehabilitated bird take wing. There was a gentle
breeze at Bayview Park, and the released gull made a few tentative circles, landed on the
sun-drenched grass, then wheeled off to find the nearby saltwater. Firefighters Angelina

Maltese, Timothy Schawb, Jason Bogoeff and Capt. Michael Budde, who had
all assisted in the rescue, were on hand to watch the release. Maltese got the
added treat of releasing a hawk that had also been rehabilitated and was ready
to take to the sky again.
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Questions? Comments?
If you have information for the next City

newsletter or would like to see something

added to the publication, please contact

Communications Manager Alyson Crean

at acrean@keywestcity.com. This

newsletter is a publication of the

City of Key West.

City of Key WestCity of Key West Employee Service Awards
The City of Key West has a hard-working and dedicated group of people
whose service ensures city residents and visitors a clean, safe community. The

following City staff hit some important milestones in the
month of November:

Sgt. Francisco Zamora
Sergeant

Key West Police Department
11/10/87
25 years

Ron Ramsingh
Assistant City Attorney
City Attorney’s Office

11/5/07
5 years

Capt. Tez Waters and her helper
Miss Megan always have a great
program to offer with the Police
Athletic League camps.

This group of painted faces
learned about Native Americans
and the tradition of Thanksgiving
during the recent holiday. 

The kids learned several phrases
in sign language as well as learn-
ing a smattering of Cherokee.



Key West Bus Drivers Safest in State

Ambassador Academy Class 19 Graduates

Key West bus drivers are not only safe, they’re consistent. For five years in a row, they’ve been named among the safest in
the state. In November, the Key West Department of Transportation received the Safest Driver award for the Class III division –
systems that run fewer than 20 buses per day.

For five years running, the Florida Public Transportation Association has recognized Key West transit drivers with this award.
The city has been recognized many years prior in second and third place as well.

During the first City Commission meeting in November, Port and Transit Director Jim Fitton explained that the drivers, over
the past year, have safely provided nearly 378,000 passenger trips, covering some 609,000 miles.

Wearing their signature blue shirts, an eclectic group of
Key Westers graduated the Key West City Ambassadors
Program in November. Class 19 included a doctor, nurse,
attorney, Realtors and more. Each class of the Key West
Ambassadors Program has been a special blend of dedi-
cated, involved citizens.

During November’s first City Commission meeting,
Assistant City Manager David Fernandez welcomed the
graduates of Ambassadors Class 19 as a group of people
who have an in-depth knowledge of city government.
Three current city leaders -- Mayor Craig Cates and
Commissioners Clayton Lopez and Tony Yaniz – were
elected after finishing this program.

The program was established in 2003 and is fully facili-
tated by volunteers, all of whom graduated the program.    

Volunteers Lois Songer, Roger McVeigh, LeeAnn
Holland and Patti Biga are the current group of helpers.
NOAA’s Craig Wanous graciously provides classroom
space at the Florida Keys Eco Discovery Center for the
13-week program.



Firefighters Undergo Hazmat Training
Key West firefighters  finished up an 80-hour block of hazardous

materials training in November -- the first half of a 160-hour course.   
The team was out in hazmat suits at the end of the training, practic-

ing the containment of liquid and gaseous hazards. After sealing mock
containers, each trainee was doused in decontaminating showers out-
side the firehouse truck bay.

The training was generously funded by the International Association
of Fire Fighters, an organization that has provided the Key West Fire
Department with over $120,000 worth of training in 2012 alone. This
grant provided over $60,000 worth of hazmat training for members of
the KWFD as well as county and Navy personnel. The second half of
the course will be held after the holidays. 

‘Tis the Season
Mia Waldner was
the official tree
lighter at the
November 26th
Tree Lighting
Ceremony in
Bayview Park. The
HOB Band provid-
ed the tunes.



Recognizing a Green Community

Key West Police Participate in Dive Training

Mayor Craig Cates named names at the November 20th
City Commission meeting, acknowledging some of the com-
munity leaders setting the example of responsible recycling.
Proclaiming November as R4 Month, he reminded the island
to Recycle, Reduce, Reuse and Rot.

“Community volunteers like Jody Smith Williams, Shirley
Freeman, Bridget McDonald, Lucy Carleton, Christine
Russell, Marianne Schippereit and Erika Biddle have led by
example,” says the proclamation, “providing the City of Key
West with the leadership, education & action to go forward.”

It also give a nod to business leaders like “First State Bank
of the Florida Keys [that] not only recycles at all branches,
also purchases office supplies with recycled content, and has
provided bumper stickers to designate recycle bins.”

It noted Peter Horton, Monroe County's Director of
Airports, who cut the Key West International Airport's trash
bills by 42 percent by increasing recycling and mulching
yard waste, saving $54,000 annually. In addition, the City
Commission recently approved a Solid Waste Master Plan
and a waste diversion goal of 75 percent.

The City of Key West has committed to reducing its green-
house gases by 15 percent by 2016.

Several Key West Police officers, along with other law enforce-
ment officers, took part in an extensive dive training class in
November. Among the intensive lessons was a hands-on sweep
of a cruise ship hull. Members of the Key West Police Dive Team
helped oversee the new experience for the new Dive Team mem-
bers. They led small groups of divers through a practice run
under the big ship from stem to stern.

Airport Director Peter Horton, First State Bank's Don Lannon,
GLEE's Jodie Smith Williams, Lucy Carlton, Mayor Craig Cates,
Erika Biddle, Marianne Schippereit and Bridget McDonald.
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