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Christopher Norwood  
 
Occupation: Consultant, Norwood Consulting  
 
Age: 38 
 
Originally from Newark, New Jersey Chris attended the prestigious Newark Boy Chorus 
School, a world-renowned professional boy choir. He studied at Hampton University in 
Hampton, Virginia where he received a bachelor’s degree in Social Work & Community 
Organization (1995). He pursued a Masters of Public Administration at Cornell University’s 
Institute for Public Affairs (1997) and a Juris Doctorate from St. Thomas University School of 
Law (2002).  
 
Norwood has dedicated himself to community service and has made youth development and 
advocacy a life long passion. Having lost his parents at an early age, he was exposed to the 
issues of foster care. That experience taught him that government - and the role it plays in our 
daily lives - really matters, especially for children. Fortunately, he was cared for by extended 
family, friends and the Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church family. He was raised by the 
"Village" and it ingrained in him the meaning of community and a calling for social service.  
 
In 2003, he established the Norwood Consulting Group to further his goal of community 
building. Norwood's work as a consultant extends to several agencies providing children's 
services in South Florida. While with the Children’s Trust of Miami-Dade County he served as 
a consultant during its start-up period and as its Community Advocate. The Children’s Trust is 
a leader in Children’s Advocacy through its strategic funding of children's services in Miami 
Dade and an extensive lobbying effort for children's issues. He is most proud of his work there 
that resulted in the creation of Florida's Universal Pre-K program and Florida Kid Care 
expansion. Previous work with the Early Coalition of Miami Dade & Monroe County where he 
managed a five million dollar quality improvement initiative for the agency. The Early Learning 
Coalition is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit, formed to establish and improve early education 
programs for the more than 160,000 children from birth through age 5 in Miami-Dade and 
Monroe counties. Recently, Chris has consulted with The Ounce of Prevention Fund and the 
State of Florida to replicate the Harlem Children's Zone in Miami. In 2008 the Florida 
Legislature passed a monumental bill that created Children's Zones throughout the state, this 
legislation mandated a $3.6 Million pilot project for the Miami Children's Zone. Norwood 
Consulting, played a foundational role in its implementation and the legislatively mandated 
community planning process.  
 
Norwood has worked with several national organizations including People For The American 
Way Foundation of Florida, Lawyers For Children and College Summit. People For is a 
national civil rights organization advocating for public policy that reflects the ideals of equality, 
democracy and social progress. As the Deputy Director, he managed the state's advocacy 
efforts, which helped to defend the Class Size amendment from Legislative dilution and 
restore rights to former felons. He served as the Florida Director for Lawyers for Children 
America, where he provided free legal services to Miami Dade's abused and neglected 
children through a volunteer network of over 200 attorneys. At College Summit, Norwood 
provides consulting services in strategic partnership development, school board relations, and 
fundraising. College Summit has grown from four schools in Miami Dade to eleven schools in 
Miami Dade and two in Broward. 

nmalo
20110930



 
Norwood Consulting provides tools for public, private and non-profit institutions for 
Community Development that includes: Public Policy Analysis & Advocacy, Program 
Management and Community Organization. As a purposeful collective effort, community 
organizing requires sound analytical, political and inter-actional skills. These skills are rooted 
in the reform tradition of professional social work and such values as self-determination, self-
sufficiency and empowerment. Skills he learned at Hampton University's Social Work 
Program and developed through Graduate School, Law School and a multitude of life and 
work experiences.  
 
On February 1, 2007, Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives Marco Rubio (now 
U.S. Senator), appointed Norwood to serve on the Council on the Social Status of Black Men 
& Boys. Created by the state Legislature in 2006, the 19-member council in the Office of the 
Attorney General, will study sociological conditions of black men and boys in Florida, 
including homicide rates, poverty, violence, drug abuse, income and health. It is required to 
produce an annual Report for the Governor and the Legislature that will include proposed 
measures to alleviate and correct underlying causes of the conditions. These measures may 
consist of changes to the law or systematic changes that can be implemented without 
legislative action. The Council consists of Agency Heads, Legislators and community 
members. On February 26th, 2008 Juvenile Justice Secretary Peterman nominated Norwood 
as Chairman.  
 
Since 2003, Norwood has served as an Adjunct Professor of Social Sciences at Florida 
Memorial University. Teaching courses in Criminal Justice, Public Management, Social 
Welfare, and Government. 
 
Civic Activities: Our Little Ones Child Care & Head Start Center (Board Member), Florida 
Council on The Social Status of Black Men & Boys (Former Member & Chair), Miami Dade 
School Board Student Services Advisory Committee (Chair), Florida Memorial University 
Social Work Program Advisory Board, Charlee Homes For Children (Board Member), South 
Florida Council of the Boy Scouts (Board Member), UN Sub-Commission on Human Rights 
(Geneva, Switzerland) Speaker & Participant (2000), Youth Expressions Board Member 
(Former Board Member), Miami Dade Courts Foster Care Review (Former Panel Member).  
 
Client List (Partial): College Summit, Institute for Student Achievement, University of Miami 
School of Law, West Perrine CDC, Champion Learning, Rocket Learning, Florida Memorial 
University, Town of Miami Lakes Youth Activities Task Force, The Children’s Trust of Miami 
Dade County, The Source (Magazine) Youth Foundation, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
NAACP Youth Power Summit, Campaign To Elect Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall House, Youth 
Expressions, Ounce of Prevention Fund: Miami Children's Zone, Early Learning Coalition of 
Miami-Dade & Monroe, Florida Public School Choice Consortium. 
 
 




