
It provided office space for many years, and it's been a great training ground in recent months for the Key West's
Police and Fire Departments, but now the Madeline Bean Building has completed its lifespan and all that’s left is a bit of
cleanup.

Demolition of the City-owned building is part of the long-term upgrade of the antiquated City Hall and its annex. The
entire demolition has taken about two weeks.

Formerly dubbed the City Hall Annex Building, the structure was renamed in 1989 in honor of a woman who worked
for many years in the City’s Building Department.  It was dedicated to the mem-
ory of Madeline L. "Inky" Bean, to honor her for her years as an administrative
assistant in the Building
Department.

The Department --
along with several other
City offices -- remained
in the Bean Building
until last year, when they
were moved to their new
albeit temporary location
at Habana Plaza.
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It's official! Acting as Vice Mayor, Key West
City Commissioner Clayton Lopez (with the
help of City Clerk Cheri Smith) signed the
ordinance that repealed the city's blue law.
As of July 10th, residents and visitors no
longer need to wait until noon on Sunday
to purchase liquid libation. 
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Vice Mayor Mark Rossi proclaimed
July 26 Americans with Disabilities
Act Awareness Day during a July City
Commission meeting.  The date signi-
fies the 21st anniversary of the pas-
sage of this vital bill that protects and
affirms the equality and inclusion of
all American citizens with disabilities.

City staffer John Wilkins accepted
the proclamation in the absence of s
ADA coordinator Diane Nicklaus, say-
ing “the City is committed to the
advancement of the principle of
ADA.” Wilkins served as the City’s
ADA coordinator before being named Parking Manager.

Over the past few years, the City has made great strides in making this historic com-
munity - built long before any ADA considerations - accessible to the disabled. All of
the City's facilities are currently ADA compliant; and staff works closely with local
business owners when the undergo renovation to ensure the upgrades are ADA compli-
ant.

Much of the City's ADA compliance improvements can be experienced on our streets,
intersections and sidewalks. Even the addition of Flexipave around the trees in side-
walks makes the city more accessible to the physically challenged. The most recent,
and perhaps the most beautiful, addition to the ADA compliant facilities is the newly
renovated Martin Luther King Jr. Community Pool.

The strides the City's made have not gone unnoticed. Local residents comment fre-
quently about the ease with which they can navigate the new sidewalks. The City also
receives many comments from visitors who are pleased that a city built long before
accessibility was an issue has become a joy to get around.

Vice Mayor Rossi took the opportunity of this anniversary to note that many
Americans with disabilities have served in the U.S. Military. On this special occasion,
reads the proclamation, “we also want to thank United States service members with dis-
abilities for their patriotism and sacrifice.”

ADA Awareness

Key West Police Chief Donie Lee presented a check for $1,000 to Billy Davis,
executive director of A Positive Step of Monroe County. The grant comes from
law enforcement forfeiture funds and, says Davis, will be a big help to the pro-
gram that provides an important service
to the community's highest risk kids.

A Positive Step has been working with
Monroe County families for 12 years,
providing a means of reentry into the
community for youth who have been
incarcerated. The program also helps
reunify families. The program is committed
to the rehabilitation of these high risk
children, working to help them become
productive members of society.



Employee Service Awards
The City of Key West has a hard-working and dedicated group of people whose service ensures city residents and

visitors a clean, safe community. The following City staff hit important milestones
in the month of July:

John Woodson
Chief Building Official

Building
7/23/01
10 years

Tara Stansbury
Admin. Assistant II

Community Services
7/31/01
10 years

David Kouri
Officer 

Key West Police Department
7/31/06
5 years

Derek Wallis
Officer

Key West Police Department
7/31/06
5 years

Frank Betz
Officer

Key West Police Department
7/31/06
5 years

Stephen Mitchell
Officer

Key West Police Department
7/31/06
5 years

Stephanie Johnson
HR Administrator II
Human Resources

7/10/06
5 years

Karen Olson
Special Projects Designer

General Services
7/17/06
5 years



Everyone dreads moving day, but the Barroso family
had a lot to be anxious about on July 20th when their
entire new home was relocated. On the day of the move,
no cars were allowed to park anywhere on Olivia
between Windsor Lane and Frances Street so that the
truck had room to maneuver. The task? Pick up the his-
toric house at 819 Olivia Street, and move it several
blocks to 1018 White Street.

The City of Key West purchased the land under the
house in order to expand the cemetery. By moving the
structure, built in 1938, this bit of history is preserved
and the Key West Cemetery has room to provide inter-
ment space for at least another decade.

In the lot where the house stood, the City will build
single vault mausoleums. The new mausoleums will
look like the ones currently backed up to the parcel. The
addition will provide space for 100 burials. The new
construction, however, will not happen for at least two
years; the house move is phase one of this project.

The move came off without a hitch. Crowds were
amazed at as the mover displayed a lot of ingenuity and
a little luck at the intersection of Olivia and Frances
streets. Workers placed black plastic sheeting under the
vehicle’s rear tires. The thin layer added just enough
slippage to allow the trailer to pivot, successfully navi-
gating one of Old Town’s tight corners. The procession
traveled up Frances to Truman, took a right on White
Street, then backed the house into its new home at 1018
White.

The Barroso family had an experience that very few
get to enjoy: they walked along side their new house as
it traveled the four blocks home.

Home Sweet Home

Smiling members of the Boys and Girls
Club gather for their weekly movie day.
Key West Department of Transportation
Assistant Transit Supervisor Vicente
Rodriguez shuttled the children every
Tuesday during July, taking them from Big
Pine  to the Regal Cinema 8 for a sum-
mer film.
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