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The Florida Keys

Coastal Resources



• Biodiversity
– On the Land
– In the water

• Ecosystems
– Habitat in Inches
– Today’s Flood is tomorrows high tide.







Enhancing resilience to 
undesirable change

– Identifying and protecting conservation areas 
and built areas with inherently high resilience 
• elevation, 
• representation, 
• replication, 
• connectivity, and 
• effective management 

– Implementing “no regrets” strategies for 
effective management 
• controlled burning, 
• invasive species control, and 
• wetlands/groundwater restoration
• flood-proofing/storm-proofing buildings
• storm water management





Adapting to unavoidable change

– Implementing ex-situ conservation measures 
if necessary and warranted 
• captive breeding for imperiled animals
• seed banking for imperiled plants

– Managing today for tomorrow’s marine 
ecosystem 
• removing pollutants prior to inundation
• removing artificial surfaces once they are 

obsolete 



Planning ahead

– Integrate resilience and adaptation planning for the 
natural and built environment to minimize natural 
areas degradation and maximize ecosystem service 
benefits to people
• Key West Adaptation Plan
• Monroe County Green Initiatives Task Force
• Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change 

Compact
• South Florida Water Management District 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Program
• Etc., etc., etc.



The sky is not falling, but the sea is rising.
How will the Florida Keys adapt?
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