
Shane Arnold of Arnold’s
Towing provided the sleigh
to deliver hundreds of toys
to disadvantaged kids as
part of this year’s Susan
Solares Toys for Tots
drive.

Despite tight economic forecasts,
Key Westers showed thier true colors
this holiday season by contributing
more than $11,000 in cash and toy
donations for the annual Susan
Solares Toys for Tots collection.

This is the first year the program
has been named for Solares, who
died in April. She was formerly the
executive assistant to the Chief of
Police and was instrumental in the
annual collection of toys for disadvan-
taged kids.

Nearly 500  families had a brighter
holiday, thanks to the program, which

was coordinated through the Key West
Police Department. Even with all the
generous donations, the effort could not
have come together without an amazing
donation of time from a few dozen
people who did everything from shop-

ping and wrapping to hand-
delivering   the  goodies  on
Dec. 21.
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As 2008 draws to
a close I want to
thank everyone
working for the
City for making it a
great year.  We
have accomplished
many things this
year and I ask that
everyone keep up
the positive and productive efforts that
make Key West the Paradise it truly is.

The economic challenges of 2008 will
continue to influence every aspect of
our lives for the foreseeable future. The
impacts on businesses and  property
values mean there will be reductions in
the sales tax and property tax revenues
that provide funding for all levels of
government. We will have to very care-
fully and deliberately control expenses
so we do not overspend the revenues. It
is every City employee's job to wisely
use the taxpayer's dollars and resources -
every day.  
Take time this holiday season to spend

time with family and friends. 2009 is
coming fast. We need to be rested and
prepared to focus our collective energy
to meeting the challenges ahead. Key
West and our citizens need us all to do
our best to keep the city in good work-
ing order. We are the ones who keep
Paradise clean and safe. Our families,
friends and visitors from all over the
world benefit from the fact that we keep
our island home the place that is one of
the most desired destinations on the
planet. Stay safe and be ready for the
New Year!

City of

Chawana McDowell,
KWPD records, was
one of the
Department’s volun-
teer shoppers

Angie Rodriguez, Deglys
Chavarria and Star Garcia helped
Santa and Mrs. Claus deliver toys
after nearly two full days of
wrapping.
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Questions? Comments?
If you have information for the

next City newsletter or would like
to see something added to the

publication, please contact
Communications Manager Alyson
Crean at acrean@keywestcity.com.
This newsletter is a publication of

the City of Key West.
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Want to know exactly where your bus is, and how long it will take to
arrive at your stop? The city of Key West has just announced the installa-
tion of a Real Time Passenger Information System that will tell you just
that.

The new system is an automated response service that tells passengers
precise pick up and drop off times. The state-of-the-art system bases its
response on the GPS location of each bus. And because the system is auto-
mated, callers get quick responses. In this day of cell phones, that means
you can plan your bus trip from any location!

To access the system, call (305) 600-1455.

H o l i d aH o l i d ay  f u ny  f u n

Three bounce houses, pizza,
hot dogs, face painting and
cookie decorating were all part
of this year’s Holiday Festival
at Bayview Park. The daytime
event was part of a city trifecta
of events to celebrate the holi-
days.

The festivities kicked off with the
annual tree lighting event. This year,
Commissioner Clayton Lopez’s grand-
children Detra Dor and Talandieu
“TJ” Dor Jr. threw the switch that lit
up the city’s tree. Though he’s since
retired, former City Commissioner

Harry Bethel hosted the lighting.
On Dec. 6 more than 50 entrants

lines up to participate in the city’s
Holiday Parade.

City staffers Maria Ratcliff and
Vivian Perez were among the
volunteers who helped make this
year’s Holiday Festival a huge
success
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Internationally acclaimed fine arts
conservator Shelly Sass in December
restored one of the unique memorials
at  the Historic Key West Cemetery.
She and her partner and husband
Michael Geisert own Sass
Conservation, Inc., based in
Charlottesville, VA. They are working
with the City of Key West to restore
the Rosa Navarro gravesite.

Rosa Navarro, child of Maria
Navarro, died tragically while visiting
family in New York.  According to a
family member, Rosa fell to her death
from a window in the early 1900s.

Rosa, symbolically represented as
an infant angel, stands just a few feet
across from her mother angel figure at
the family plot. According to a Navarro
family source, the mother angel's
upturned finger is an admonition for
the child Rosa, warning her not to get
too close to the window.

Over the years, the statues of both
Rosa and her mother have sustained
considerable damage. Rosa's head has
been missing for years but with metic-
ulous research and careful attention to
detail Sass and Geisert believe they

have reconstructed Rosa's head compa-
rable to the original.  In addition, the
mother angel's hand with its
warning upturned finger has
gone missing. The conserva-
tion team also sculpted a
new hand and installed it.

The original statuary is an
amazing example of ceme-
tery art of the late 19th and
early 20th Century. Sass and
Geisert did extensive
research in order to replace
the small angel's head,

which is tilted slightly downward.
The conservators' artistry is apparent
in their matching the new sculpted
parts to 100-year-old carved marble.
According to Sass, each aspect of the
angels is symbolic, from what it holds
in its hands to the clothing it wears.

“This angel,” said Sass, “was known
as a memory angel. You can tell in
part by the petal in one hand and the
bunch of flowers in the other.”

Sass and Geisert are completing
their portion of the statuary conserva-
tion funded by Florida's Department
of State Division of Historical
Resources.

Shelley Sass and Michael Geisert work together to
replace the bowed head of the child angel at the Navarro
memorial. 
In the top photo, Geisert holds in place the replacement
hand for the mother angel  -- the hand held up to warn
the child of impending danger.



Gary Bowman - General Services - January 1
Fred Sims - Police Department - January 1

Dedrick Bethea - Key West Bight - January 2
Gregory Bringle - Fire Department - January 2

Jacob Perry - Fire Department - January 2
E. Marie Hoddinott - Transportation - January 4

Abraham Baker - Public Works - January 5
Sue Snider - Finance - January 5

Marcus Delvalle - Fire Department - January 7
Jean Ducasse - Garrison Bight - January 7

Rhuel Gewin - Solid Waste - January 7
Daniel Jones - Police Department - January 8

Donald Downing - DoT - January 10
Jerry Farrell - Public Works - January 10

Stephanie Lake - Police Department - January 13
Mark Rauen - Police Department - January 13

Kia Perri Scott - Recreation - January 13
Roberto Llagostero - Recreation - January 14

Thomas Bliss - Public Works - January 16
Doris Daniel - Building & Zoning - January 16

Rosemary Ganem - Key West Bight - January 16
Diane Nicklaus - Building & Zoning - January 19

Fred Ball - Transportation - January 21
Keith Valdez - Recreation - January 21

Edward Harry - DoT - January 22
Auguste Joseph - Police Department - January 22

Jean Metellus - Public Works - January 22
Janet Muccino - Engineering - January 23

Ian Willis - Information Technology - January 23
Richard Pazo - Project Cosntruction Team - January 24

Gregory Gerez - Fire Department - January 25
Brian Dunlap - Fire Department - January 27
Omar Garcia - Fire Department - January 27

Janeth Del Cid - Police Department - January 27
Darnell Sealey - Police Department - January 27

Jimmy Lamberson - Garage - January 29
Crystal Bravo - Police Department - January 30
Vivian Perez - City Commission - January 30

Valot Delius - Recreation - January 31
Jessica Pita -Key West Bight - January 31

Randall Smith - Police Department - January 31 

Robert Bulness - PoliceDepartment - December 1
David Smith - Police Department - December 1

Perry Bullock - DoT - December 4
Steve Gardner - Environmental Protection - December 4

Brandon Ward - Fire Department - December 4
Kathleen Ream - Police Department - December 6

Joseph Hughes - Fire Department - December 8
Ryan Salazar - Information Technology - December 9
Thomas Anglin - Police Department - December 11
Jennie Carson - Police Department - December 11

Stephanie Johnson - Human Resources - December 12
Nicholas Revor - Police Department - December 15

Onay Cruz - DoT - December 16
Brandon Druckmiller - FMT - December 18

Alfredo Vazquez - Police Department - December 18
James Murphy - Community Services - December 20

John Gallo - Police Department - December 21
Jerome Peters - DoT - December 22

Brenda Sellers - Police Department - December 21
Richardo Rojas - DoT - December 23

Willy Dorce - DoT - December 24
Roger Wittenberg - Finance - December 26

Larry Erskine - Legal - December 27
Charles Smith - Environmental Protection - December 28

Morgan McPherson - Mayor - December 29
Joseph Regis - DoT - December 29

Colton Butler - Fire Department - December 31
Michael Macias - Community Service - December 31
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City Commission: Jan. 6
Planning Board Jan. 15

City Commission: Jan 21
Development Review
Committee: Jan. 22

Key West firefights and police officers were pitted against
each other to help raise money at December’s Heroes Cup
competition at the newly opened Key West Speedway on
Whitehead Street. The brainchild of Speedway owner Dave
Carter, the event raise $500 for the Susan Solares Toys for
Tots effort. Though everyone was a winner in terms of a
good time, the Police Department took home the cup, beat-
ing the Fire Department in a series of elimination races.

“We’re all winners,” said Key West Police Chief Donie
Lee, who stepped in at the last minute to fill in for a driver
who had to work unexpectedly. “That’s because we all get to
pitch in to help the kids.”

Key West Police Captain Frank Sauer was on the winning team

Wendy Coles,Executive Director of the
Southernmost Homeless Assistance
League joins Key West Mayor Morgan
McPherson in proclaiming Dec. 21 as
National Homeless Recognition Day. This
day is set aside because it’s the longest
night of the year. A day that is appropriate,
says Coles, to remember those without
shelter in our community and nationwide.
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