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The Key West Beautification Project
of The Trophia Butterfly Foundation

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact information:  George Fernandez / 296-2988 ext. #17

On October 16, 2008 the Trophia Butterfly Foundation made a $3,000 financial
contribution to the City of Key West for the planting and beautification efforts along the
length of Duval St.  Present at the occasion and accepting for the city were Mayor
Morgan McPherson, Commissioner Barrry Gibson and Cynthia D. Coogle.  Presenting
for The Trophia Butterfly Foundation were Sue Sullivan, Cherre Marchak and George
Fernandez.

The combined efforts of Cynthia D. Coogle, Urban Forestry Program Manager for the
City of Key West Landscape Division of Parks and Recreation Dept. and the gracious
contributions of the members and supporters of the Foundation who made this financial
gift possible, made the planting of 26 beautiful flowering and native trees a dream come
true along the length of Duval.  Cynthia emphasized that, "the City and I are certainly
appreciative of the partnering of community groups, including The Trophia Butterfly
Foundation, in beautifying not only Duval Street, but other city projects as well."

The Duval Street project featured 8 varieties of trees ranging from Bulnesia to Gumbos
and Tabebuia.  They include many that are butterfly host plants and add to the
landscaping with their unique weeping foliage and colorful flowers.  Four beautiful
different species of Cassias (pink, rainbow, coral and golden) were planted, some of



which are not commonly found here in Key West, as well as a few Lysiloma sabicu
native to Cuba.
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The Trophia Butterfly Butterfly Foundation established in January of 2003, is the non-
profit community service arm of The Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory.  Since
its grand opening, it has been actively pursuing the mission of restoring and preserving
the butterfly populations in Key West through habitat rehabilitation, public education and
community outreach.  Eleven projects have been completed to date to include Glynn
Archer Elementary, The Custom House, and Bayview Park to name a few.

The Foundation is committed to fostering the ideas that Sam Trophia, President of the
Butterfly Conservatory, had as a young man in building a breathtaking natural habitat.
Through the years he has inspired a volunteer organization actively and enthusiastically
involved in projects that have fulfilled a dream, a vision and the reality of the Foundation.

In March of 2006 the The Trophia Butterfly Foundation began spearheading the "Restore
the Magic" beautification project of replacing and planting new trees along Whitehead St.
and other areas in the community.   Many of the trees have been impacted by hurricanes
and other problems the city has been faced with as far back as 1998.  By addressing these
issues the joint project with the City of Key West will preserve our heritage for future
generations to enjoy.
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