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Remembering  SusieRemembering  Susie
“I would like to thank Susie’s family for sharing her with us.
Humans are born with only one wing to wrap ourselves around
another human and make the journey on earth, and then we
graduate to two wings all our own. Our little angel has graduat-
ed. Susie, you will be truly missed but never forgotten.”

- Chief Donie Lee

“Susie celebrated life every day. She was
never judging or vengeful.”

- Mary Canalejo



“I am proud to have
known Susie. Her
presence made you
feel safe and at ease.
And just when you
least expected it,
you’d get a phone
call with an ‘anony-
mous’ Susie telling
you ‘Baaahhh’ and
hanging up. Whether
you needed a dream
translation, prayer,
support, a laugh or a
party, Susie was
there.”

- Kim Malott

“I recall one day Susie and I were sitting in the kitchen having
our daily fresh fruit smoothies. We knew that an ex-employee
made it her business to listen to our conversations, so Susie said
‘How much did you make last night?’ I said I made about $200,
how about you? She said ‘I did a private dance, I made all of
this,’ and she pulled out a stack of one dollar bills. The person
listening in turned red and immediately left the room. We
laughed and said that will teach her not to be so nosy.”

- Charnette Valdez

“I loved Susie as part of my family - when
I think of her, I think of the craziness, the
fun we had, and her imitations - that was
the best. She could imitate people in the
funniest way. Susie, Charnette, Sandy,
Mary and I would get together in our
office on various afternoons and she would
start, and within seconds we would be
roaring. It didn’t matter how stressed we
were or how bad our day was, she would
have us laughing.”

- Crystal Bravo



“Susie’s passion for her family, her friends, her co-workers, her
animals and Benny was unstoppable. If I had one-half of her
energy and passion, I would be a better person. I loved her as a
friend almost from the instant we met and although I miss her
dearly, I know that she is finally at peace and that Heaven is
probably in an uproar of laughter. Our loss, their gain.”

- Sandy Velasco

“Susie was one of the most loving, caring
and funniest people you could ever meet
and I’m so thankful she was in our lives.”

- Cheryl Garcia



KEY WEST — Representatives
from various local law enforce-
ment agencies came out in force
this month for the 2008 Law
Enforcement Torch Run for
Special Olympics.

The run, which carried the
torch from the Monroe County
Sheriff's Office to the
Southernmost Point and final-
ly ending at Mallory Square,
is an annual event to show law
enforcement's support of and
to raise awareness for the
Special Olympics.

This year, the KWPD had a
strong showing in the event,
as several officers, Chief
Donie Lee and Captain Scott
Smith chose to either run the
course or provide bike and
motorcycle escorts.

Chief Lee met up with
MCSO Sheriff Rick Roth at
the Southernmost Point, where
he accepted the ceremonial
passing of the torch from the
county to the city.

Runners stopped at

Poinciana Elementary, Key West
High and Horace O'Bryant
Middle School, and met with
young Special Olympics
Athletes at those schools. The
first stop on the run was at

Publix, the main Torch Run
sponsor statewide.

Every year, law enforcement
officers from around the state
participate in the run as a kick-
off to the Florida Special

Olympics Summer Games. 
This year’s Special Olympics

Florida State Summer Games
will be held in Disney’s Wide
World of Sports Complex on
May 16-17.  

Torch  Run  benefits  Special  Olympics

The KWPD was represented at this year’s event by some officers, including Chief Donie Lee, running and others serving as bike and motorcycle escorts.

Chief Lee accepts the torch from Sheriff Rick Roth before passing it on to Captain Scott Bushman. Commissioner
Clayton Lopez was on-hand to greet the runners at the Southernmost Point.
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