
Key West Fire Department Secretary
Mary Givens knew she had to do something
for the young man in uniform smiling at her
from her friend’s Christmas card.

“I’m very close with a small group
of girls from high school,” Givens explained.
“This year, one of my friends sent me a
Christmas card and enclosed a picture of her

son, who is stationed in Afghanistan with the
82nd Airborne. It really brought it home to
me to see that picture.”

Givens immediately started coordi-
nating to send a deluxe care package to Devin
Orges and the other soldiers in his division.
Orges is a 26-year-old paratrooper ranger sta-
tioned at the Jalalabad Airfield.

It has been a busy
month in Key West.
Tourist season is here
for 2008 and the evi-
dence is showing that
there are plenty of snow
birds here to escape the
cold weather. Paradise is
a valuable commodity
and it is our job to keep
it safe, clean and func-
tioning properly. 

From the positive comments I receive
on a daily basis, I have to say that the city
is doing the job very well. The positive
comments significantly outnumber the criti-
cisms received by my office. Thanks again
to all the staff members who go that extra
mile every day to keep Key West running
well.

I need to recognize three employees for
helping out in an extraordinary situation
that occurred on Friday, 15 February (see
story on page 3 of this newsletter). Ricky
Brown, John Guieb and Carlos Scyrus were
working at the Key West Cemetery when
the heard a call for help.  

Responding to the call they found a man
on the ground and in need of medical atten-
tion. First, a 911 call was initiated to get an
ambulance to the scene. All three gentlemen
remained with the victim, providing assis-
tance, comfort and support until EMTs
arrived. 

Finally they assisted the EMT crew in
moving the victim over a fence to get to the
ambulance. I truly appreciate the proactive
response and demonstration of character by
all three of our colleagues. Well done!

Spring is almost here. Keep up the good
work!

KWFD  Secretary  rallies
support  for  the  troops
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City Manager
Jim Scholl

From left, David Rey, Mike Karash, Graham Cabell, Suki Karash, Mary Givens and Molly
Sawyer pose with all the goods collected for the overseas care package.
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Questions? Comments?
If you have information for the next City
Newsletter or would like to see something
added to the publication, please contact

Communications Manager Christie Phillips at
cphillip@keywestcity.com. This newsletter is a

publication of the City of Key West.

Thanks to her collection efforts, this
month Givens packed up 10 big boxes of
goodies and sent them overseas.

“The response I got from some peo-
ple in this community was really touching,”
Givens said. “One woman whose son is in
Iraq heard I was doing this and donated $100
to help. 

“She actually came by the Fire
Department and showed me her son’s picture.
Even though she has her own son to worry
about and to send care packages to, she want-
ed to help in our efforts.”  

Givens enlisted the help of her
coworkers in the Fire Department and others
throughout the city.

“I started this with $60, which I took
to Tropical Linens,” Givens said. “I told the
owner what I was doing and she offered 20
percent off to anyone who wanted to buy
goods to contribute to my efforts.

“The local support has just been
amazing. I went to some of the ‘big box’
stores and they said I needed to write to cor-
porate headquarters for donations or dis-
counts, but the local businesses were right
here willing to help.”

Givens said the local Mason chapter
donated the money to ship the packages.

“I would have been very hard-
pressed to do this without that monetary
donation,” she said.

Givens said Devin’s mom Linda is
overwhelmed by Key West’s support of her
son and his division.

“Every week I stand in line at the
post office with my little package to Devin,”
Linda Orges wrote in an email to Givens.
“Every week I hope the mail clerk or another
customer will engage in a conversation about
his service over there, or how the troops are
doing. But they never do.

“You folks in the Keys have made
up for years of silence waiting in line at the
post office. I once again thank you for all
your kindness and showing these guys that
they are loved and that their sacrifices have
not been forgotten. God bless you.” 

In the above picture, Devin Orges, right, appreciates some down time at an undisclosed location.
Below, Devin, left, with his father Tom.
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William Funnye - Transfer Station - March 1
Kuniko Keohane - Police Department - March 3
Jonathon Catena - Fire Department - March 4
Portia Navarro - City Mgr.’s Office - March 4

Gladys Abreda - Parks & Rec - March 5
John Newcomer - Transfer Station - March 6

Raynor Knowles - Parks & Rec - March 7
Abilio Gonzales - Parks & Rec - March 8

Matt Haley - Police Department - March 12
Gary Hansen - Outer Mole - March 12
Kristine Killoy - Planning - March 13

Jaime Baker - Code Compliance - March 14
Sean Brandenburg - Police Department - March 14

Danyle Gray - Police Department - March 15
Richard Wiggins -- City Marina - March 15
Dave Black - Police Department - March 16

Kristina Przybyla - HR - March 16
Carolyn Walker - Building Department - March 17

David Williams - Fire Department - March 17
Alice Jones - Finance - March 18

Robert Burns - Key West Bight - March 22
Sandy Gilbert - HR - March 24

Melissa Larmel - City Mgr.’s Office - March 24
Dexter Robinson - Transportation - March 24

Shirley Sealey - Finance - March 24
Sue Harrison - City Clerk’s Office - March 25
Kevin Barnette - General Services - March 26
Edward Perez - Fire Department - March 26

Jessica Strader - Police Department - March 26
Stacia Winter - Police Department - March 26
John Padron - Police Department - March 27

Jean Willy - Garage - March 27
Mark Tait - Key West Bight - March 28

Hollis Wood - Police Department - March 28
Keith Rendueles - Police Department - March 29

Dora Bravo - Parks & Rec - March 30
Michael Chaustit - Police Department - March 30
Kevin O’Connell - Police Department - March 31
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When City Planner Gail Kenson
announced her resignation effective in early
January, City Manager Jim Scholl knew he
had to fill her position with someone who
was well-schooled in complex planning
issues, preferably with local experience, and
he had to do so quickly.

In lieu of making a rash decision,
the City Manager opted to contract out the
position to a woman with extensive local
experience to fill the position while he could
perform a more extensive search for a perma-
nent City Planner.

Mr. Scholl chose Amy Kimball-
Murley as an interim Planner. 

“This is a great opportunity for me
to help the City of Key West,” Kimball-
Murley said. “I have a long relationship with
the city as a consultant on the Military Base
Reuse Plan and the successful application to
the US Maritime Administration for a no-cost
Economic Development Conveyance of the
Truman Waterfront.”

Kimball-Murley is based in Miami,
but has been spending two days a week in
Key West and is available on-call on an as-
needed basis.

“This is very much a team effort,”
she emphasized. “The city has great staff in
the Planning Department, and everyone real-
ly complements each other. I think the
employees are one of the most exciting
things for me about this job.”

Mr. Scholl is working with both
Human Resources Director Sandy Gilbert
and Kimball-Murley in his search for a per-
manent replacement for the City Planner
position. 

City  Hall  closed  for
Good  Friday

The City of Key West will be closed
Friday, March 21, 2008, in recognition of
Good Friday.

Regular business hours will resume
Monday, March 24. The City of Key West
wishes everyone a happy holiday.

Cemetery  workers  assist
elderly  citizen  in  need

Early one Friday morning this
month, Ricky Brown heard a thud as he and
several city public works employees were
working in the cemetery.

The thud turned out to be an elderly
man who fell and then started moaning.
Brown and fellow worker Carlos Scyrus, and
part-time employee John Guieb, quickly
rushed to the elderly gentleman, who was
complaining of back pain.

Guieb, who is a Naval Air Station
Key West fire fighter, talked to the man, indi-
cating that he should not move until rescue
workers could evaluate his injuries.

The men called 911 and provided
comfort for the man until rescue arrived.
When rescue workers discovered the ambu-
lance cot would not fit through the gate of
the fence, the city employees helped trans-

port the gentleman over a nearby fence.
Former City Commissioner Joe Pais

was on-scene to witness these events, and
later praised the action of the city workers to
Sexton Russell Brittain. 

From left, Carlos Syrus and Ricky Brown.
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At top, Finance Director
Roger Wittenberg receives his
20-year service award from City
Manager Jim Scholl. Roger
started with the city as the
Utilities Director. In 1995, Roger
was appointed to his current
position as Finance Director. In
that role, Roger has manage-
ment responsibilities for pur-
chasing, payroll, general
accounting, accounts payable
and the budget.

In the middle picture,
KWFD Division Chief Mike
Karash receives his 25-year
service awards from Mr. Scholl.
Division Chief Karash started
with the fire department as a
fire fighter in 1983. He was pro-
moted to Driver Engineer in
1987, and then to Captain in
1996. In April of 2004 he was
promoted to Watch Commander
and he was then promoted to his
current position of Division
Chief in 2006.

At bottom, KWFD Driver
Engineer Ray Alvarez accepts
his 20-year service award. Ray
was born and raised in Key
West, and has served the fire
department since January 1988.
He was promoted to Driver
Engineer in 2001 and has served
the community in that role since
then. Also pictured with Ray
Alvarez is Division Chief Mike
Karash.
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Alice JAlice Jones - Financeones - Finance
35 y35 yearears ofs of serservice vice 

SharSharon on Allen - FinanceAllen - Finance
30 y30 yearears ofs of serservicevice

RRaaynor Knoynor Knowles - Pwles - Pararks & Rks & Recec
25 y25 yearears ofs of serservicevice

ClairClaire Hure Hurd - Led - Leggalal
10 y10 yearears ofs of serservicevice

MicMichael Haskins - Engineeringhael Haskins - Engineering
5 y5 yearears ofs of serservicevice

JJoseoseph Lariz - Pph Lariz - Policeolice
5 y5 yearears ofs of serservicevice

JJohn Neohn Newwcomer - comer - TTrransfansfer Staer Stationtion
5 y5 yearears ofs of serservicevice
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