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Item 5.b.6. 
 

Request to replace existing columns with replicas and railings from exterior porch- #936 United Street 
Applicant: Wayne Garcia (H10-01-245) Replace porch and balcony post with 6” by 6” replicas, as to 
photo submitted. Replace railing with same. 
. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



5b7- Request to replace existing columns with replicas and railings from
exterior porch- #936 United Street- Applicant: Wayne Garcia (H1O-O1-
245)

Replace porch and balcony posts with 6 by 6 replicas, as photo
submitted. Replace railings with same

The house located on 936 United Street is listed as a contributing
resource in the surveys. The house was built circa 1905 and is a unique
example of a two story wrap porch in the historic district. The house is a
two story concrete block structure with a prominent two story wood
porch. The porch is profusely decorated with turned balusters. spindles
and turned columns. The house is located on a prominent corner on
United and Grinnell Streets.

The applicant received a staff approval for the repairs of existing
balusters and spindles and for painting the house. The applicant also
received a staff approval for the repairs of existing shingle roof with same
materials. An original application to change the existing shingles for
metal v-crimp was submitted. Staff explained to the applicant that this
was against the guidelines and provided with an Economic Hardship
application. The applicant submitted the new application and explained
to staff that his client did not meet the criteria for an Economic Hardship
exemption.

The applicant has submitted a new application for replacing the existing
turned columns with 6” by 6” wood posts and will replicate the original
turned columns. The replicas will have a minimum profile of 4 ¾” on its
smallest radius to meet with actual building code. The submitted
drawings do not show the complete design of the new turned columns;
the lower portion of the columns where there is an indentation will be
turned as the upper indented and decorated part. The applicant had
consulted with his engineer about this new proposal.

Guidelines that should be reviewed for this application;
• Entrances, porches and doors (pages 32-33):

The alteration or removal qf important character defining jècttures
such as entrances, doors, dooru.ys, and porches can damag the
øfcI7OPrtUr& nreqrt. and hiatitu C (ZP hitn’1raj hwld nq and a
not recornmeaded. Eurunces and their decorative elements sh-ouki

d r c i 0 ci ci nca s
historic crLaracter of a buildinci. frrportant thatures include
railings, columns, pillars, balustrades, pitosters, hardware.
fanlights, transoms, sidelights, door openings, surroundings and
stairs.

a Guideline 3
Entrances cuid porches with deteriorated portions inns t
be repaired with materials that replicate the historic



features as closely as possible using physical or
historical evidence as a guide.

Staff understands that the proposed new columns do
attempt to replicate the historic columns. The new
turned columns will emulate the historic ones while
complying with safety matters.

Guideline 4
A conpletely deteriorated porch may be rebuilt on a
hoard-for-board based on physical or historic documents.
The applicant will replicate balusters that are missing
and damaged as well as spindles. The proposed new
turned colunms will look similar to the historic ones.

Guideline 7
Porch reconstruction on contributing buildings must
duplicate the historic entryway and porch and be
compatible in design, size, scale, material and color with
the historical character of the building.

The house is listed as a contributing resource. The
proposed new turned columns will be compatible with
the historical columns in design and scale.

• Guideline 16
Replace deteriorated porch elements with new elements
compatible in size, scale, design and material with
historic precedents.

The proposed turned columns will be compatible with
the historic columns in design and scale.

The Secretary of the interior’s Standards ft)r Rehabilitation and
Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings clearly states the
following;

The historic characte-r of a oropertv shall be retained and
oreserved. [he removal of hisl.oric materials or alteration of
.features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

Standard 5
Distinctive features. finishes, construction techniques or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a historic
property shall be preserved.



Standard 6
Deteriorated historic features shall he repaired rather than
replaced. When the severity of deterioration requires
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall
match old in design, color, texture, and other visual
qualities, and where possible. materials. Replacement of
missing features shall be substantiated by documentaiy.
physical or pictorial evidence.

It is staffs believe that the applicant had made an effort to comply with
the Historic Architectural Guidelines and the Florida Existing Building
Code. This house is an important resource to the historic district and
this new application presents a sensible approach to preserve the
integrity of this house.

Staff recommends to this commission to approve the proposed
application as presented. Staff understands that this proposal to change
the old turned posts with new similar turned wood columns is consistent
with the Historic Architectural Guidelines of the City of Key West and the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for
Rehabffitating Historic Buildings. Staff recommends that final shop
drawings of the columns should be submitted to staff for review.
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GENERAL NOTES AND SPECIflCATIONS

1 0 GENERAL ENGINEERING AND OONSRUQTtON

Design and construchon shall he n cempl ance writ the lstusBuilding Code, and the specific requirernerts of TI e C o n

1 1 General Construction methods prrrcelures intl seousrici Sthe Contractor The Contractor shaH take ‘he necessa’y itea’i’ r Istructural integrity and serviceability of the constructia at I m

1.2 Construction_Loads Structure mempers as shtnc lb ccdesigned to carry th code required service toads onl Th ru ci dsihas not considered toads imposed during constructi 3fl Cnn Cservice design toads. The Contractm shall be rcpnnsrl Ii- ft rconstruction engineering and desgri deterrsninq r- e—pl t ‘c t” rr tsupport all toads dunrig construction

1.3 Construction Coordination The co’tractcr shot r-y
architectural, structural: fflêdflarliCal plumhm arid e edt .a, w cC nt1all dtmertsions. elevations, arid the locato sri SiOCS c o cha, sfinishes. depressions and other oriicf rsOure’’.etr r I I Sdrawings

1 4 Conflicts Wherever conflicts discrepancies ticS cxcdrawings, schedules or notes they shah be rrs qf H tl itbr Icorrection and/or clarification

1.5 ‘The Fn’rrce r.
quality of composition of materials hr’rt drawinos b itIcrr ii frsupervision, or review spediai inspector the cjai r rEngineer shalt not be responsible for site ant car s’ cc ifi
workers Site and construction safety re lire recpcni it i I. ‘

shall be responsible ‘or the satsv o4 h ‘“loiS yne Ic’subcontractors on site

.6 pgprs Statementof Ciplian>’ ‘ crc h I’k-towiedge and belief the struttii’ can ar s ecr,ca’i irs
applicable minimum buitdtng rl cc stan ls,dx an

2 0 BAStS of DESIGN

Desictn Loads
Wind i/elocit
Esriosure
Impoonoce F3tcr

Structure TYH a
tnt Pressure Coefficier I
Esicony Cue coed
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