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Key West City Clerk Cheri Smith swore in a new

mayor, two new city commissioners and three incum-
bents following the October 6 election.

The ceremony took place at Old City Hall.
Mayor Craig Cates, District I City Commissioner

Jimmy Weekley, District III Commissioner Billy
Wardlow, and returning District VI Commissioner
Clayton Lopez all took the oath of office. Each of the
elected officials was joined in the occasion by his wife.

Two members of the city’s utility board were also
sworn in. Peter Batty took his oath during the swearing-
in ceremony. Lou Hernandez, however, was not available at
the time and was sworn in later in the office of the City Clerk.

City Manager Jim Scholl kicked off the official ceremony
with a welcome message.

“I speak for the entire staff when I say that we look forward
to working with each and every one of you,” he said.

Tammy Cates-Berard delivered the invocation and Nicole
Cates-Canalejo the benediction. Both women are daughters of
the new mayor, bringing to mind the fact that the Cates family
has a tradition of service.

“This is a special moment, because of my mom,” said a tear-
ful Cates, remembering Emma Cates, who was elected to the

City Commission in 1983.
Bruce Moore, whose beautiful voice has graced Broadway

as well as the Key West, performed a stunning a cappella ren-
dition of the national anthem.

Following the inauguration, the commission had its first for-
mal seating on the dais.

The event was topped off with an array of edible goodies.
The house was packed for the event. The reception gave the
community a chance to talk with the new and seated commis-
sioners. For some, it was the first chance to talk with their dis-
trict representative in a setting other than the campaign trail.

Pam and Clayton
Lopez

Cheryl and Craig
Cates

Debra and Billy
Wardlow

Susan and Jimmy
Weekley



Mayor
Craig Cates

ccates@keywestcity.com

Commissioners
District 1: Jimmy Weekley

jweekley@keywestcity.com

District 2: Mark Rossi
mrossi@keywestcity.com

District 3: Billy Wardlow
bwardlow@keywestcity.com

District 4: Barry Gibson
bgibson@keywestcity.com

District 5: Teri Johnston
tjohnston@keywestcity.com

District 6: Clayton Lopez
clopez@keywestcity.com

City Manager
Jim Scholl

jscholl@keywestcity.com

Questions? Comments?
If you have information for the next City

newsletter or would like to see something

added to the publication, please contact

Communications Manager Alyson Crean

at acrean@keywestcity.com. This

newsletter is a publication of the

City of Key West.
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After 26 years with the Key West Fire

Department, Mike Karash retired in October,
causing a cascade of promotions in the depart-
ment.

Fire Chief David Fraga tagged Mike Davila to
fill Karash's boots, moving Davila from the role of
Fire Marshal Division Chief to Division Chief of
Operations.

Marcus Delvalle moved into Davila's spot, pro-
moted from Shift Commander to Fire Marshal
Division Chief.

Ron Herrington was promoted to Shift
Commander. Jorge Galvan
has stepped up from
driver/engineer to Captain,
filling Herrington's boots.
Firefighter Arnold Caballero
was promoted to driver/engi-
neer. In order to fill the vacan-
cy left by the series of promo-
tions, the department hired
firefighter John Torres.

Mike Davila, Marcus Delvalle, Ron Herrington,
Jorge Galvan, Arnold Caballero, John Torres and

Chief David Fraga.

Mike Karash took home an
honorary Fire Chief's helmet
and gold badge after retiring
with 26 years under his belt.

Key West City Benefits Administrator Alice Parker gets her annual flu shot from
Rebecca Maurer, RN, of the Vitisting Nurses Assoc.  Employees who got the shots are
hoping to avoid missed work day with the help of the vaccine. These shots were for the

common flu strains; vaccines for H1N1 are not yet available.
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Stop and look both ways. That’s the message that school

kids got during International Walk to School Day at Glynn
Archer School. City Manager Jim Scholl and Key West City
Commissioner Teri Johnston led a parade of students on the
walk, using hand signals to remind them to look both ways
before crossing. City Commissioners Clayton Lopez and Barry
Gibson also attended, along with School
Superintendent Joseph Burke, School Board Chairman
Andy Griffiths, teachers and parents.

The event kicks off a partnership between the city of
Key West and the Monroe County School District to
improve the safety of local routes to schools. Two
Florida Department of Transportation grants - totaling
about $1.2 million -- will go toward improving side-
walks near local schools. 

Key West has grown accustomed to the annual Poker
Run with its visiting bikers and revving Harleys. But this
was different. The Pedal Pushers Poker Run in October
highlighted safe biking in the city. Many people in the
community brought the whole family. The goal of the
event -- besides having a good time -- was to help resi-
dents make the safest choices when cycling around the
island. Participants pulled cards at stops along the way,
and the winning pot was a donated $200.

Key West Police Chief Donie Lee (center) shares a
smile with two veteran officers. City Manager Jim

Scholl presented Detective Sergeant Bernardo
Barrios (left) and Sergeant Jeffery Williamson (right)
with gold watches in honor of 20 years of service to

the Key West Police Department.

Top: Hand signals served the purpose to communicate with the kids.
Bottom: Public Facilities Coordinator John Wilkins joins Commissioner

Barry Gibson and his daughter Taylor on the walk.



the Police Officer's Ball goes
into an account that can pro-
vide support when an officer
or an officer's family hits hard
times.

“We were able to deposit
nearly $11,000 into the
account after all expenses
were paid,” said Chief Donie
Lee in a thank you to event
organizers. “This year's ball proved
to be the best so far. It seems all
who attended had a fantastic time.”

Since it was established, the Love
Fun has helped 10 officers or their
families during hard times. This
year's major donors included the
Westin Resort and Marina, Keys
Federal Credit Union, Alex's
Towing, Historic Tours of America,
the Miami Dade PBA, Charley
Toppino's, Premiere Beverage, and
Southern Wine and Spirits.
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televisedtelevised
Public meetingsPublic meetings

P o l i c e  O f f i c e r ’ s  B a l l  R a i s e s  $ 1 1 , 0 0 0  f o r  L o v e  F u n dP o l i c e  O f f i c e r ’ s  B a l l  R a i s e s  $ 1 1 , 0 0 0  f o r  L o v e  F u n d
Generosity and a good time dove-

tailed this year to raise money for the
Key West Police Department's Love
Fund. This year's Police Officer's Ball
raised over $11,000 - vital funding
that's set aside for officers and their
families when things fall apart.

The Love Fund was established in
2006 after the sudden death of
Detective John Piskator left his family
in a dire situation. They needed help,
but all his fellow officers could do
was pass a hat and try and raise
money to help out.

After that, the Love Fund was born.
And each year, money raised through

City Commission: Nov. 4

HARC: Nov. 11

City Commission: Nov. 17

Code Compliance: Nov. 18

Planning Board: Nov. 19

HARC: Nov. 24

Key West City Manager Jim Scholl took the opportunity of the Police
Officer’s Ball to recognize Chief Donie Lee’s 15th year with the Key
West Police Department. He’s worked his way up through the ranks,

and was sworn in as chief in October 2008.

Lt. Jim Benkoczy (left) and Sgt. Robert
Allen (right) thank Westin General

Manager Diane Schmidt for her support of
the annual Ball.

Members of the KWPD burned up the dance floor
throughout the evening

It was a tearful moment as City Manager
Jim Scholl recognized Cassandra Butler's

35 years of service to the city of Key
West. At the Sept. 15 City Commission

meeting, Scholl thanked Butler and noted
that, after three and a half decades with

the city, she is retiring.
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