
Minutes of the Development Review Committee 
 

Meeting of April 23, 2009 
 
Amy Kimball-Murley, Planning Director, convened a meeting of the Development Review Committee of the City 
of Key West at 2:05 pm, April 23, 2009. The meeting was held in the First Floor Conference Room at City Hall, 
525 Angela Street, Key West, Florida. 
 
1.  Roll Call 
 

Present for the Roll Call were:   
 
Amy Kimball-Murley, Planning Director  Mike Davila, Fire Marshall 
John Woodson, Building Official  Cynthia Coogle, Landscape Coordinator 
John Wilkins, ADA Coordinator  Enid Torregrosa, HARC 
   
Planning Staff:   
Brendon Cunningham  Ashley Monnier 
Nicole Malo  Carlene Cowart 
   
Comments received from:   
Ed Nicolle, FKAA  Dale Finigan, City Electric 
Gary Bowman, General Services   

 
Others present were:  
 
William Horn, 915 Eaton  Sarah Davis, 402 Appelrouth 
Manny Garcia, 1831 Harris  Victor Mills, 417 Southard 
Chris Fogarty, 326 Amelia  Owen Trepanier, 402 Appelrouth 

 
2.  Approval of Agenda 
   
  Three additional items were added to the agenda: 

• 19 Hilton Haven – Extension to an Impervious Surface Variance 
• 207 Petronia – Conditional Use application 
• 326 Amelia – Rear yard Variance 

 
  Motion to approve the amended Agenda was made by Mr. Wilkins and seconded by Mr. Woodson. 
 
  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 

 
a. March 26, 2009 
 

Motion to approve the Minutes from the March 26, 2009 DRC Meeting was made by Mr. 
Woodson and seconded by Mr. Wilkins. 
 

4.      New Business 
  
a. Conditional Use - 417 Southard Street (RE# 00010040-000000) - Conditional Use 

application for the proposed rental of five motorcycles, 15 scooters, 10 bicycles and two 
electric cars in the Historic Residential Commercial Core (HRCC-1) zoning district per 
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Section 122-688 (17) of the Land Development Regulations of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Key West, Florida. 
 
The applicant, Victor Mills, reviewed the Conditional Use request with committee members.  Mr. 
Mills verified that an ADA bike was purchased as requested during the last DRC meeting.  He 
also noted that the building is located within two different zoning districts.. 

 
Committee members reviewed the application and made the following recommendations: 
 
1. Applicant will voluntarily remove mopeds and other vehicles from the City’s right-of-way. 
2. Applicant will preserve the Mahogany tree located on the property. 
3. Applicant will not change the business signage. 
4. Applicant will meet with Gary Bowman to discuss management of hazardous materials and 

stormwater. 
5. Applicant will meet with Planning staff to discuss if an easement request will be necessary. 
6. All moped and electric car rental operations must be located within the HRCC-1 zoned area 

of the property. 
 

b. After-the-Fact Variances – 1831 Harris Avenue (RE 00049510-000000)  – An After-the-Fact 
Variance for a side yard setback in the Single Family zoning district per Section 122-238 (6) 
a. (2) of the Land Development Regulations of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Key 
West, Florida. 

 
The applicant, Manny Garcia, reviewed the After-the-Fact Variance request with committee 
members.   
 
Committee members reviewed and discussed the site plan with the applicant and made the 
following recommendations:    
 
1. Applicant will coordinate with Fire Marshall’s office.  Fire Marshall is not recommending 

approval due to life safety concerns.  The improvement to the home is encroaching on the 
rear-yard setback. 

2. Applicant will follow-up with Planning staff on accessory unit. 
3. Applicant will meet with Gary Bowman regarding size of swales and stormwater treatment. 
4. Applicant will inform Cynthia Coogle if Poinciana tree is still on the premises.  If the tree 

has been removed, the applicant may require an after-the-fact tree permit. 
 

c. Pre-Application Conference - 818 Fleming Street (RE – 00008290-000000) - Review plans 
for a proposed sundeck to be built over top of one historic and one non historic building. 
 
The applicant, Owen Trepanier, reviewed the proposed sundeck request with committee 
members.  Applicant stated that they received HARC approval for the design. 
 
Committee members reviewed and discussed the site plan and made the following 
recommendations:   
 
1. Applicant will provide revised site plans to Fire Marshall and Building Department. 
2. Applicant will need to maintain 5’ setback for life safety reasons. 
3. Applicant will need to remove dead palm located in the alley. 
4. Applicant will need to fill the area around the palm planter with rock or soil.  Step off is a 

safety issue. 
5. Applicant will clarify if air conditioning unit is located on city property. 
6. Mrs. Coogle will determine if the applicant’s request will change landscape requirements. 
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7. Applicant will need to provide a full set of plans to FKAA for the proposed work on the first 
and second floors to determine if any water using fixtures are added to the project. 

8. Members recommended that applicant meet good neighbor policy. 
9. Mr. Wilkins praised applicant for their creative attempt to restore a historic structure. 
 

d. Variance Extension - 19 Hilton Haven Drive (RE 00002180-000000) – Extension of 
approved variances for impervious surface regulations in the Medium Density Residential 
(MDR) zoning district per Section 122-270 (4) b of the Land Development Regulations of 
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Key West, Florida. 

 
Nicole Malo reviewed the variance extension request with committee members.  Ms. Malo stated 
that if the extension was granted, the time period would extend from July 16, 2008.     
 
Committee members reviewed and discussed the application and made the following 
recommendations:   
 
1. Applicant will submit landscape site plan to Ms. Coogle and Planning staff for review. 
2. Ms. Coogle will do a site visit; concerned with swales in tree area. 

 
e. Conditional Use - 207 Petronia Street (RE 00013740-000000) – Conditional Use Application 

for a restaurant in the Historic Neighborhood Commercial (HNC-3) zoning district per 
Section 122-62 (specific criteria for approval) and 122-868(9) (restaurants are a 
conditionally allowed use) of the Land Development Regulations of the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Key West, Florida. 
 
The applicant, Owen Trepanier, reviewed the Conditional Use request with committee members.  
Mr. Trepanier stated that the laundrymat is going out-of-business.  The owner would like to 
replace the laundrymat with a coffee shop.  Handicap bathrooms already exist.  Applicant has 
already met with Fire inspectors regarding sprinkler system. 
 
Committee members reviewed and discussed the site plan and made the following 
recommendations:    
 
1. Applicant will seek HARC approval prior to replacing signage, windows, doors and 

painting exterior. 
2. Ms. Coogle will perform a site visit. 
3. Mr. Wilkins will perform a site visit to evaluate sidewalk accessibility to the front door as 

well as view the handicap bathroom. 
4. Applicant will need to have a hood system properly installed for the stove as well as a 

grease trap. 
5. Location will need smoke detectors, exit signs and emergency lighting. 
6. Applicant will need to submit a change of use application. 
7. Applicant will return to DRC with more detailed plans 
 

f. Variances- 326 Amelia (RE 00026210-000000)- Variances for rear yard setbacks in the 
Historic Medium Density Residential (HMDR) zoning district per Section 122-600 (6) c of 
the Land Development Regulations of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Key West, 
Florida. 

 
The applicant, Chris Fogarty, reviewed the variance request with committee members.   
 
Committee members reviewed and discussed the site plan and made the following 
recommendations:   
 



DRC Meeting Minutes April 23, 2009  Page 4 of 4 
Approved May 28, 2009 

1. Applicant will ensure that the Gumbo Limbo tree is protected during construction. 
2. Mrs. Coogle will do site visit and check the swales. 
3. Applicant’s next step is to go to HARC for approval. 
 

5. Adjournment  
 

 Meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm. 
  
 
Submitted written comments are attached. 
 
Respectively Submitted, 

Carlene Cowart 
Administrative Coordinator 


