
KEY WEST SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING FACT SHEET 
 

 

Trash (July 06 – June 07) 
 

Residential
Commercial
Govt.
Navy
Other

 Residential 16,984  (28.4%)   
 Government 13,068  (21.9%)   

Other Haulers   2,204  (3.7%) 
Commercial 25,499  (42.7%) 
Navy      1,971   (3.3%) 
Total  59,726 tons 

 
 
What’s in our trash? (Last report data FY03) 
 Plastics

Wood/yard waste

Clothes/textiles

Paper

Glass

Metals

Other

Consumer Goods

Misc.

11.5% Plastics  
31.1% Wood/yard waste  
3.3% Clothes/textiles  
24.5% Paper 
9.7% Glass 
8.1% Metals 
5.7% Other (construction debris, furniture, appliances, 

etc.) 
2.% Consumer Goods  
4.1% Miscellaneous (Fines, Dirt etc) 

 
Our Residential Garbage Service Provides: 
 
Curbside pick-up of garbage and recycling:  Two times per week Household and yard waste together.  One time 

per week for recycling.   A maximum of one recycling bin will be issued at no charge to each household.  
There is a flat household fee for garbage and recycling. 

 
Free Bulk Pick-up:  PLEASE CALL 296-8297 FOR PICK UP of furniture, plastic & wood, tires (off rim)  White 

goods (appliances), lawnmowers (no gas or oil),bikes, aluminum furniture, a/c’s.  We will try to pick up 
within 48hrs of your call. 

 
Construction & demolition  (C&D)  2’x 4’s, plywood, wallboard, tile, old sheds, fencing, kitchen cabinets etc…   

$45.00 per cu yd.  Call for estimate 296-8297. 
 
Yard Waste  Yard waste must be containerized (in trash cans or bags), for no extra charge  on regular pick 

up days.  Bulk pick up for a minimum fee of $ 85.00  (5 cubic yards) Additional yardage is $18.93 per cubic 
yard.  Yard waste must be placed curbside, in an open area, away from low hanging trees and power lines.  
Payment must be made in advance and is not billable. 

 
 

Recycling (July 06 – June 07) 
 
    Tons  % of total waste 
 
Residential & Commercial 1,860.25   3.1%  
Construction & Debris     919.43 1.5% 
Metals (White goods)  1,232.32 2% 
Total    4,017 tons 6.7% of total collected 



Residential Curbside Recycling 
TYPE WHAT HOW NOT 

Aluminum & steel cans (Drink cans, soup 
and food cans etc) 

Rinse & tuck in lids.  Labels 
okay. 

Aerosol cans are Hazmat 
and not recyclable 

Glass bottles & jars: green, brown & flint 
(clear).   

Discard lids. Labels okay, 
bottles must be empty and 
clean, no lids or caps 

Blue glass; no cigarettes 
or trash in bottles 

Containers 

Plastic codes #1, #2  & #3 Discard lids.  Labels okay.   Codes #4, 5, 6, 7  
Paper Cardboard cereal boxes (liner removed); 

soda and beer cartons; dry goods 
packaging; paper towel and toilet paper 
cores; envelopes (with or without 
windows) ; junk mail (metallic ink on 
labels okay); magazines;  newspapers – 
all sections (do not leave or place in 
plastic bags); office paper (staples okay); 
file folders; printer paper; paper bags 

Place dry paper in separate 
bin or place paper in paper 
bag.  
 
 

Tissue, napkins, paper 
towels, hardcover books, 
paper/books containing 
plastic or metal binders, 
food wrappers or other 
paper contaminated with 
food waste. Do not place 
paper in plastic bags. 

Cardboard Corrugated cardboard only Cut or folded flat.  Place In 
the bin or placed under the 
bin.  

No food particles on 
cardboard (pizza boxes) 

Batteries Household: regular & rechargeable Place in clear plastic bag, 
inside bin. 

No liquid batteries or 
vehicle batteries 

Household 
Hazardous 
Materials  
(HazMat) 

No curbside recycling/disposal Take to Stock Island Transfer 
Station on  9 AM to 4 PM 4 
times per year.  Call 296-
8297 for dates. 

 

 

Electronics No program currently available in KW, 
place in trash 

  

 
 

Plastics Recycling 
 

 
 

 
#1: Polyethylene Terephthalate (PETE)  Common uses: 
2 liter soda bottles, cooking oil bottles, peanut butter jars. 
This is the most widely recycled plastic. 

Stamp is on bottom 
of container.   If not 
stamp do not place 
in bin  

 #2: High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) 
 Common uses: detergent bottles, milk jugs.  
 

Stamp is on bottom of 
container.   If not 
stamp do not place in 
bin 

 #3: Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC)   
Common uses: plastic pipes, outdoor furniture, shrink 
wrap, water bottles, salad dressing and liquid detergent 
containers.  
 

Stamp is on bottom of 
container.   If not 
stamp do not place in 
bin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Commercial Recycling/Waste Collection 
  
Trash Collection -Varies depending on business needs, at least once a week and as often as seven times a week. 
Recycling pick-up – up to 5 times per week.  (Same items accepted as for residential.) 

 
Commercial TRASH Collection Charges 

Size 
 

Monthly charge for 
one weekly pick-up 

Multiple pick-ups per week 

32-gal toter $25.49 total charge Base rate x # pick-ups per week 
96-gal toter $76.46 total charge Base rate x # pick-ups per week 
Compactor $1,375.64 haul fee per month @ 1 x per week  
Dumpster $13.00 per yard – based on size of container & # pick-ups per week 

Commercial RECYCLING Collection Charges 
Size 
 

Monthly charge for 
one weekly pick-up 

Multiple pick-ups per week 

14-gal bin $  2.26 X # of pick-ups per week  
32-gal toter $11.09 X # of pick-ups per week 
96-gal toter $ 33.27 X # of pick-ups per week 
2,4,6,8 yard  
containers 

$10.61 per yard X # of pick-ups per week 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Will Waste Management deliver a recycling bin to my house?  
Yes, although there is a waiting list. WM is contractually responsible for replacing up to 5% of the total number of 
recycle bins and/or toters each year as needed. Any additional bins or containers may be purchased from a 
hardware store. 
 
May I use a regular trash container for recycling? 
Yes, however, it must be clearly marked “recycling” or “recyclables” or have a large “chasing arrows” symbol.  
 
Where does our trash go?  What happens to it?  
The majority of the Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) goes to the South Broward Wheelabrator Waste to Energy Facility 
to be converted to electricity. Some of the MSW is diverted to Wheelabrator North Waste to Energy Facility in 
Pompano if the South Broward facility is down for maintenance.  
 
What is “single stream” recycling?  
Mixed paper, bottles, cans and plastic are collected in one truck. They are transported to the transfer station on 
Stock Island and reloaded into larger trucks and sent to their respective recycle Materials Recovery Facilities 
(MRF).  All sorting is done at the MRF, both mechanically and by hand.  Products are then baled and shipped to 
various markets.  Trash must still be in a separate receptacle.  Commercial glass will be collected separately due to 
volume.   
 
Where does our recycling go?   
A few different locations depending on the material and markets. But ALL go to some type of MRF that is permitted 
by the FDEP to handle and sort the materials for the recycle market.  
 
What contaminates recyclables?  
Almost anything, the biggest problem is things like food stuff still in glass jars, (mayo, peanut butter etc) cigarette 
butts in drink bottles, bottles still half full of product with the cap on, wet paper products, people use milk jugs for 
used oil (cooking and motor oils) and then try to recycle the container. Basic rule of thumb is it should be empty 
and clean when put out.  
 
What is the percentage of a bin of “wrong” items that makes the whole bin contaminated?    
There is no percentage of “wrong” items that should reject the whole bin unless the problem impacts the whole bin 
(e.g., pouring oil on all the items, or placing recyclables in plastic bags.) 



 
What happens if recyclables are “contaminated”?  
Contaminated items should be placed in the residents trash toter. The few contaminated items that get collected will 
be sorted at the MRF and disposed of as MSW.   
 
What should I do if my trash or recycling wasn’t collected today?  
Contact Waste Management of the Florida Keys at 305-296-8297 or City of Key West General Services Department 
305-809-3902 (email jgewin@keywestcity.com) 
 
How is recycling handled at multi-family housing?   
Multi-Family housing units are normally serviced commercially (dumpsters, compactors etc) but recycling service 
can vary depending on requested volumes and whether or not the complex has custodian services or not. 
 
What is recyclable at the transfer stations (College Road) that is NOT accepted curbside? Fluorescent bulbs. 
  
When?  The City recycle center on College Road is open Monday through Friday. Quarterly household hazardous 
drop-off is the last Thursday of March, September, & December.   
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