
       
                                             

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                    
             
                                 City of Key West 
         Tree Commission Meeting 
                            August 11, 2008 
                510 Greene Street, Old City Hall, 5:00 PM 
    Minutes 

1.  Call Meeting to Order 
2. Roll Call 
 Tree Commissioners: 
____x_______Julio Barroso 
____x_______Danilo Crespo  
____x_______Gregory Curry  
____x_______Mimi McCoy Grantham  
____x_______Sandra Lee – Chairperson 
____x_______Rudy Molinet 
____x_______Niels Weise 
                        Staff: 
____x_______Ronald Ramsingh 
                        Asst. City Attorney 
____x_______Cynthia Domenech-Coogle 
                        Urban Forestry Program Manager 
____x_______Gladys Abreda 
                        Administrative Secretary 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
 (a) Additions/Changes: 
4. Presentations 

Urban Forestry Program Manager Report 
Ms. Cynthia Coogle requested attendance at the Landscape Inspectors Review and Exam in 
September and Tree Assessment Class; Ms. Cynthia spoke about Duval Street, last month planted 
26 large trees, 12 to 14’, most of them are Cassia spec., next spring Duval will be flowering pink 
and yellow, three native species planted Lysiloma, Gumbo Limbo, Mastic and Sabicu.  Landscape 
crews to plant at City Hall next to generator, native Lysiloma, understory and groundcovers 
planted as a hammock. 

5.  Approval of Minutes 
(a) May 14, 2007  
(b) September 10, 2007 
(c) October 15, 2007 
(d) July 14, 2008 
Amendment to Minutes 07-14-08 should read, Mr. Molinet asked if the “Landscape Department 
had any replacement for the streets of Southard and Angela Street, add Fleming Street”. 

      Motion to approve the July 14, 2008 minutes Mr. Danilo Crespo, Gregory Curry second.    
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6. Resolutions Tabled Items: 

(a) City Key West/901 Caroline Street:  Represented by Cynthia Domenech-Coogle. Transplant 
 (2) Silver Saw Palmetto.  

      (  ) Approved (x) Denied (  ) Tabled (  ) Further Action 
      Notes: Instead of transplant, motion to trim, prior to trimming to contact      
      Landscaping Department.   Motion Niels Weise, Gregory  Curry second. 

       (b)  830 Truman Ave. (El Rancho Motel) Tejas Inc: Landscape Plan Approval 
      (  ) Approved (  ) Denied (x) Tabled (  ) Further Action 
      Notes: Percentages and appropriate plan material required.  Letters sent. 
      No representation at meeting.  Motion to table Julio Barroso,  Niels Weise second.     

7. Resolutions:      
(a) 45 Front Street, Weston Hotel: Represented by DOT Palm Inc.  Remove Mahogany Tree. 

            ( x) Approved        (  ) Denied       (  ) Tabled      (  ) Further Action 
            Notes: Dot Palm Inc., mahogany tree is obstructing the vision of crane operator,  

      Ms. Cynthia gave condition of tree at 60% due to the trees roots being lifted and has     
            had a branch ripped from the trunk, tree has decay at base and is 16” in diameter  
            Niels Weise, Motion to remove the tree, making triple the replacement caliper, (12x3=     

36”) to replace with another Mahogany tree,  Mimi McCoy Grantham second.   Ms. Sandra 
Lee said that is not a good idea to plant another mahogany tree on site because there  is not 
enough space, Cynthia suggested planting a Paradise tree; Niels modified the motion 
stipulating triple the replacement inches like it stands and to make the replacement with staff 
approval, second Gregory Curry, Sandra Lee asked if there was any no votes,  roll call: Rudy 
Molinet (no), Mimi McCoy (no), Julio Barroso (no), Sandra Lee (no), Gregory Curry (yes), 
Niels Weise (yes), Danilo Crespo (yes),  motion does not carry.  Rudy Molinet, Motion to 
deny application, second Julio Barroso, call roll: Gregory Curry (no),  Mimi McCoy 
Grantham (yes), Julio Barroso (yes), Rudy Molinet (yes), Danilo Crespo  (no),  Niels Weise 
(no) and Sandra Lee (no), motion does not carry.  Ronald Ramsingh Assistant City Attorney 
said motion can be substantiated on the grounds of 110-328 ordinance.  Sandra Lee, Motion to 
approve triple the inches which were 12x3=36 caliper inches of replacement of native trees 
with a donation of $1,800.00 to the tree replacement fund.  Second Niels Weise all the 
replacements have to be on the property, roll call: Gregory Curry (no), Rudy Molinet (no), 
Mimi McCoy Grantham (yes), Sandra Lee (yes), Julio Barroso (no), Niels Weise (yes), 
Danilo Crespo (yes), motion carries.   

     (b)  #1 Banyan Street, Weston  Hotel: Represented by DOT Palm Inc.  Remove a Rubber     
 Tree and Australian Pine. 

      (  ) Approved       (x) Denied      (  ) Tabled (  ) Further Action      
       Notes: discussion ensued concerning Rubber tree removal and Park without shade.   
           Rudy Molinet, Motion to deny the removal of the two trees, on grounds of 110-327     
            ordinance, second Julio Barroso, vote to roll: 
            Rudy Molinet (yes), Gregory Curry (no), Mimi McCoy-Grantham (yes),  and Julio      
            Barroso (yes), Niels Weise (no), Danilo Crespo (no), Sandra Lee (yes).                           

(b)  322 Duval Street, State of Florida Department of State and Historic Resources:  
      Represented by Hubert E. Baxter.  Maintenance to Spanish Lime 

            (  ) Approved (  ) Denied (x ) Tabled (  ) Further Action 
            Notes: Mr. Mike Driscoll, Manager Director of all Island Restoration and Older House and  
            Garden, requested tree commissioners to protect Spanish lime.  Discussion of options.  

Niels Weise asked if an electronic chair– lift would work; Niels Weise Motion to deny, 
second Julio Barroso.    Danilo Crespo asked who was representing the state.  No one was in 
attendance from the State.  Rudy Molinet Motion to cancel the original motion and Motion to 
table, second Niels  Weise.  Ronald Ramsingh, Assistant City Attorney, said that According  
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to Ordinance 110-290 due to lack of attendance and proper notice Tree Commission can deny 
the application.  Sandra Lee said to vacate the original and second Motion, Rudy Molinet 
Motion to deny the application, second Julio Barroso. Gregory Curry (no) voted. 

            Cynthia Domenech-Coogle said that she spoke with Mr. Hugo Baxter and he said that 
            he did not have time to come to the meeting, but he would like to come the next meeting,     
            Sandra Lee said that Commissioner Gregory is right and should vacate the original, second          
            and third motion; Rudy Molinet, Motion to table, second Julio Barroso.                 

(c) #9 Pierce Lane, Adam Kraskewicz:  Represented by Kenneth King.  Remove (1) Orchid   
Tree 

            (  ) Approved (  ) Denied (x) Table (  ) Further Action 
            Notes: No representation at meeting. Motion to table Julio Barroso, second Niels 
            Weise. 
      (e) 5701 College Rd. City of Key West Transfer Station   Represented by: Chen and                                    

      Associates and Cynthia Domenech-Coogle.  Approval of  removals, transplants and landscape    
            Plans. 

      (x) Approved (  ) Denied ( ) Tabled (  ) Further Action 
Notes:  Gregory Curry Motion to approved landscaping plan, second Mimi McCoy 
Grantham.    

 8.  Administrative Table Hearing: 
      (a) 1835 Flagler Avenue, Advanced Auto Parts:  Tree work with out permits 

      (  ) Approved          (  ) Denied            (x) Tabled        (  ) Further Action 
    Notes: Santos Espinosa, General Manager of Advance Auto Part represented Discount Auto, 

and Paul H. Gulke, Division Manager of Advance Auto Part, attended as mediator and to 
correct the problem; staff spoke with Mr. Barton in Virginia (corporate)  and explain situation 
and described tree violations.  Mimi Grantham suggests 29 violations per tree, and an arborist 
must take care of the trees and restore the natural shape,    

            Mimi McCoy Grantham Motion to fine Advanced Auto Parts $345.00 per each violation 
            including the no permit violation, $345.00 x 29 = $10,000.00 total.  Rudy Molinet said  

that he will second the motion if  it’s including the arborist yearly trimming, according to 
Ordinance 110- 231.  First Amendment Motion, Mimi McCoy Grantham,  second Rudy 
Molinet,  Julio Barroso Motion to vacate the first amendment,  Motion to have an arborist for  
5  years, second Mimi McCoy Grantham.   Paul H. Gulke stated he does not have the 
authority to make a decision as well as Santos Espinosa. Sandra said that from the beginning  

            someone in authority needed to attend to make a decision. 
            Gregory Curry Motion to table the application, second Niels Weise, to make clear that   
            next month someone with more authority must attend, next time will be the last time to   
            consider case. 
   9.    Champion Tree Nomination 
                                                                                                                            
10. Discussion Items 

(a) Staff requests attendance at TPIE  September 25 thru 27 in Orlando, and a review and test for 
Landscaping Inspector that she also would like to attend. 

           Julio Barroso Motion to approve, second Gregory Curry.  
11. Staff and Emergency Approval Permits 

(a) 1404 White Street, Todd Stuart: Remove (2) Coconut Palms.  Permit # 5190                                           
(b) 310 Front Street, Joseph Cohen: Remove (2) Washingtonia Palms.  Permit # 5191 
(c) Hutchinson Lane, Lisa Bruns:  Remove (1) Coconut Palm.  Permit # 5192         
(d) 1001-1007 Von Phister Street, Kay Ann McMillin:  Remove (1) Washingtonia Palm.   

Permit #5193 
(e) 600 Fleming Street/Marquesa Hotel: Emergency.  Remove Gumbo Limbo.  Permit  

# 5194 
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(f) 1515 4th. Street, Gerald & Kathleen Fisher: Remove (1) Coconut Palm and (3) Christmas   

   Palms. Permit #5195  
(g) 513 Olivia Street, Philips Spagnolo:  Remove (1) Washingtonia Palm Permit #5197 
(h) 328 Peacon Lane, Brecht Stephar:  Remove (1) Coconut Palm.   Permit # 5207. 
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